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tion. They were answered most elaborately and acutely
in the London Courier (then the semi-official organ of
Lord Liverpool's Government) by Sir Walter's friend,
the secretary of the Admiralty, Mr. Croker, who, per-
haps, hazarded, in the heat of Ms composition, a few
personal allusions that might as well have been spared,
and which might have tempted a less good-natured an-
tagonist to a fiery rejoinder. Meeting, however, fol-
lowed meeting, and petition on petition came up with
thousands of signatures; and the Ministers erelong found
that the opposition, of which Malachi had led the van,
was, in spite of all their own speeches and Mr. Croker's
essays, too strong and too rapidly strengthening to be
safely encountered. The Scotch part of the measure was
dropt; and Scott, having carried his practical object,
was not at all disposed to persist in a controversy which,
if farther pursued, could scarcely, as he foresaw, fail to
interrupt the kindly feelings that Croker and he had for
many years entertained for each other, and also to aggra-
vate and prolong, unnecessarily, the resentment with
which several of his friends in the Cabinet had regarded
his unlooked-for appearance as a hostile agitator.

I believe, with these hints, the reader is sufficiently
prepared for resuming Sir Walter's Diary. it need not be doubted, moreover,
